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Abstract - This research paper undertakes a meticulous examination of the Indian Sastric knowledge
traditions embedded in Sriharsa's Naisadhlya Caritam Mahakavya. The study aims to unravel the intricate
intersections between literary aesthetics and traditional wisdom, shedding light on the nuanced
incorporation and interpretation of diverse Sastras within the Mahakavya. Focusing on key elements such as
Dharma Sastra, Artha Sastra, and Kama Sastra, the paper seeks to illuminate how Sriharsa skillfully
integrates these Sastric principles into the narrative, thereby contributing to a deeper understanding of the
profound cultural and intellectual heritage embedded in this epic poem. This research promises a
comprehensive exploration of the symbiotic relationship between classical literature and Sastric wisdom,
enriching our comprehension of the Indian knowledge tradition. The study will focus on analyzing the
incorporation and interpretation of various Sastras, including but not limited to Dharma Sastra, Artha Sastra,
and Kama Sastra, within the context of the Mahakavya. The goal is to highlight the intricate interplay
between literary aesthetics and traditional wisdom, showcasing how Sriharsa skillfully weaves Sastric
principles into the narrative fabric of his epic poem. The research will be ensuring a comprehensive
exploration of the Indian knowledge tradition as manifested in this celebrated work. The findings of this study
will contribute to a deeper understanding of the symbiotic relationship between classical literature and
Sastric wisdom in the Indian cultural landscape.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Indian Sastric Knowledge Traditions refer to the vast and ancient intellectual heritage of India that has been
passed down through generations primarily through texts known as "Sastras” or scriptures. These traditions
encompass a wide range of subjects, including philosophy, science, arts, literature, ethics, and spirituality. The
term "Sastra” itself denotes a systematic and authoritative treatise or body of knowledge.

Studying Sastric elements in literary works is significant for several reasons, as it provides a deeper
understanding of the cultural, philosophical, and linguistic dimensions of the texts. Here are some key aspects
of the significance:

Sastric elements are often deeply rooted in the cultural and religious traditions of India. Studying these
elements helps readers and scholars grasp the cultural context in which literary works were composed. It
enables a more nuanced interpretation of symbols, metaphors, and references that draw from religious and
philosophical traditions.
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Many literary works in the Indian tradition are imbued with philosophical themes derived from Sastras such as
the Upanishads and Vedanta. Understanding Sastric philosophy enhances the reader’s ability to engage with
the underlying metaphysical and ethical concepts embedded in the literature. It allows for a more profound
exploration of themes related to existence, consciousness, and the nature of reality.

Sastras often provide a rich source of linguistic and symbolic elements. The study of Sastric elements helps
decode the language used in literary works, including Sanskrit metaphors, allegories, and rhetorical devices.
This linguistic understanding enhances the appreciation of the artistry and craftsmanship of the literary
composition.

Sastras, especially the Dharma Shastras, provide guidelines for ethical living. Literary works frequently
incorporate these ethical principles into their narratives. Studying Sastric elements helps readers discern the
moral dimensions of characters’ actions and the ethical dilemmas presented in the storyline.

Sastric traditions often delve into spiritual and mystical dimensions of human experience. Literary works
influenced by Sastras may incorporate elements of mysticism, meditation, and the pursuit of higher
consciousness. By understanding Sastric elements, readers can explore the spiritual aspects of the narrative
and appreciate the characters’ journeys toward self-realization.

Sastric knowledge is not limited to one domain; it encompasses a wide range of subjects, including science,
art, literature, and philosophy. Studying Sastric elements in literary works reveals the interconnectedness of
different branches of knowledge, fostering a holistic understanding of the text and its broader cultural context.

Sastric elements contribute to the preservation of cultural and intellectual heritage. By studying these
elements in literary works, scholars and readers actively participate in the continuation of a centuries-old
tradition. This engagement helps maintain a connection with the past and ensures the transmission of
cultural wisdom to future generations.

The study of Sastric elements in literary works enriches the reading experience by providing insights into
cultural, philosophical, linguistic, and ethical dimensions. It facilitates a more profound appreciation of the
text's depth and contributes to the preservation and transmission of India’s rich intellectual and cultural
heritage.

2. $riharsa’s Naishadhiya Charitam Mahdkévya

Sriharsa, also known as Harsha, was a Sanskrit poet and scholar who lived in India during the 12th century. He
is renowned for his epic poem "Naishadhiya Charitam® or "Naishadhacharita,” which is considered one of the
masterpieces of Sanskrit Mahdkavya (epic poetry) literature. This work is a profound and eloquent narrative
that explores the themes of love, duty, and the human experience.

Sriharsa was a prolific writer, and his most celebrated work, "Naishadhiya Charitam,” is an epic poem that
revolves around the character of Nalg, the legendary king of the Nishadha kingdom. Nala is best known for the
episode of his life depicted in the Indian epic, the Mahabharata. Sfiharsa's rendition, however, provides a
unique perspective and a deep exploration of Nala's character and the events surrounding his life.

"Naishadhiya Charitam” is composed in the classical Sanskrit Mahdkdvya style, employing sophisticated
poetic techniques and complex meters. The work is divided into 22 cantos or sargas, each containing a
substantial number of shlokas (verses). The language is rich, and the verses are known for their lyrical beauty,
making the poem a captivating literary achievement.
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The central theme of the epic revolves around the love story of Nala and Damayanti, which is a popular
narrative in Indian mythology. The poem delves into the challenges faced by Nala, including his separation
from Damayanti, his struggles, and his ultimate reunion with his beloved. Sriharsa skillfully weaves together
elements of romance, tragedy, and heroism, creating a narrative that captures the human experience in all
its complexity.

In addition to the romantic storyline, "Naishadhiya Charitam" delves into philosophical and ethical reflections.
The poem explores the concepts of duty (dharma) and destiny (vidhi) and grapples with questions related to
human suffering and the divine order of the universe.

Sriharsa's "Naishadhiya Charitam” stands as a testament to the enduring power of Sanskrit literature. Its
impact is not only seen in the literary realm but also in the influence it has had on subsequent poets and
writers. The poem has been praised for its depth of thought, emotional resonance, and mastery of poetic
expression. Sriharsa’s "Naishadhiya Charitam Mahdakavya” is a significant contribution to Sanskrit literature,
showcasing the poet's skill in crafting a profound narrative that explores timeless themes of love, duty, and
the intricacies of human existence.

3. Sastric Foundations in Naishadhiya Charitam Mahdakavya

While "Naishadhiya Charitam Mahdkavya” primarily focuses on the narrative of Nala and Damayanti, it also
reflects the Sastric (scriptural) foundations and philosophical underpinnings that are characteristic of
classical Sanskrit literature. Sriharsa, the poet, skillfully weaves elements of Indian philosophy, ethics, and
cultural traditions into the fabric of his epic poem. Here are some Sastric foundations evident in "Naishadhiya
Charitam™

Dharma (Righteous Duty)

The concept of dharma, or righteous duty, is central to Indian philosophy and is reflected in the Mahdkavya.
Nala faces numerous challenges and dilemmas that require him to make choices in accordance with his
dharma as a king, husband, and individual. The text explores the consequences of adhering to or deviating
from one's dharma.

Kama (Desire) and Artha (Wealth)

The triad of Purusharthas, which includes Dharma, Artha (wealth), Kama (desire), and Moksha (liberation), is a
foundational concept in Hindu philosophy. Nala's love for Damayanti and the subsequent challenges he faces
are intertwined with the themes of desire and the pursuit of material well-being.

Vairagya (Detachment)

The theme of vairagya, or detachment from worldly attachments, is explored in the Mahdkavya. Nala
undergoes a period of separation and trials, leading to a contemplation of the transient nature of worldly joys
and sorrows. This reflects the philosophical theme of detachment found in Sastric texts.

Niti (Ethics and Morality)

The Mahdkavya addresses ethical questions and moral dilemmas faced by the characters. The principles of
niti (ethical conduct) as prescribed in Sastras are evident in the choices made by the protagonists and other
characters, contributing to the moral fabric of the narrative.
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Karma and Destiny (Prarabdha)

The concept of karma (action) and its consequences, as well as the role of destiny (prarabdha), are explored
in the Mahakadvya. Nala's life is marked by a series of events that unfold based on his actions and destiny,
reflecting the Sastric idea of the interplay between free will and fate.

Bhakti (Devotion)
Devotion and surrender to a higher power are integral aspects of Indian spirituality. The characters in the
Mahdkdavya often express their devotion to deities, seeking divine guidance and intervention during
challenging times.

Philosophical Contemplation

Throughout the Mahdkavya, there are instances of philosophical contemplation on the nature of reality, the
self, and the cosmic order. These contemplations echo the Upanishadic and Vedantic themes found in Sastric
literature. "Naishadhiya Charitam Mahdakavya® is primarily a work of art and literature, its engagement with
Sastric foundations enriches the narrative with depth and resonance. The poem serves as a cultural and
philosophical exploration, integrating timeless Sastric principles into the epic tale of Nala and Damayanti.

4. CONCLUSIONS

In conclusion, this research paper offers a nuanced and comprehensive analysis of the Indian Sastric
knowledge traditions as intricately woven into Sriharsa’s Naisadhiya Caritam Mahdkdvya. The exploration of
Dharma, Artha, and Kama Sastras within the narrative fabric of the Mahakavya highlights the sophisticated
interplay between classical literary aesthetics and traditional wisdom. By conducting the study in Hindi, we
ensure an in-depth examination that enhances our understanding of the profound cultural and intellectual
heritage encapsulated in this epic poem, ultimately contributing valuable insights to the broader discourse
on Indian knowledge traditions.
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